
 
Patrons 

Air Commodore D. Bowden AM (Ret’d) 
Air Vice Marshal R.B. Treloar AO (Ret’d) 
Group Captain Don MacPherson (Retd) 

President Wing Commander Rob Saxton (Ret’d) 
Senior RAAF Member Group Captain Peter Davies CSC 

Correspondence Secretary, The Radar Branch 
5	Balmoral	Close,	WALLSEND	NSW	2287	
Email:	secretary@raafradar.org.au 

 

RADAR BRANCH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2016 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Radar Branch was held on Friday 22nd April at 11:30 pm, in the EASTROC 
Theatrette on RAAF Base Williamtown. The AGM was hosted by Group Captain Peter Davies CSC, OC 41 Wing. 

The meeting was a milestone in the history of the AAFC with a changeover to a new generation of leadership in the 
Newcastle and Hunter base of the Radar community centred on RAAF Williamtown. 

Our sincere thanks to outgoing President Ray O’Donoghue and a warm welcome to WGCDR Rob Saxton (Retd) who is a 
past CO 3CRU, as was the new Secretary, WGCDR Ian Gibson (Retd). 

A warm welcome also to our new Patron, Group Captain Don MacPherson (Retd) who can truly be credited as one of the 
leading forces in the development of Air Defence and radar capability in the contemporary RAAF. 

The 2016-2017 elected Radar Branch members of office are as follows: 

President: Rob Saxton 

Vice President: Bruce Niblett 

Secretary: Ian Gibson 

Treasurer: Tony Rogers 

Welfare Officer: Howie Campbell 

Pension Officer: Bill Forsbey JP 

Membership Officer: Ray O’Donoghue 

RAAF Liaison Officer: WOFF Scott Doring 

Victoria  Representative: Alex Culvenor 

Events Officers: Diane Taylor, Bruce Niblett, Jim Stewart, Bruce Carpenter 

Committee Members: John King, Terry Delahunty, David Winkelmann 

 Members are encouraged and welcome to apply for vacant committee positions.  Please contact our Secretary or email to 
contact@raafradar.org.au if you are willing to contribute to running the Branch in any capacity. 
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THE 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN  
15 September 2016 

The State President of the RAAF Association (NSW Division) will commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain 
on Thursday 15th September 2016 with a Commemorative Service 1100am, at the Cenotaph Martin Place Sydney. 

For details of the events, please contact the RAAF Association, NSW Division Phone 02 9393 3485 or contact: 
State Vice President, RAAF Association (NSW Division) 
PO Box A2147 
SYDNEY SOUTH NSW 1235 raafansw@bigpond.com 
 
 

ANZAC DAY MARCH NEWCASTLE 2016 

The Branch supported by members from Surveillance and Response Group, RAAF Williamtown successfully held its ANZAC 
Day activities in Newcastle for the first time in order to, amongst other reasons, be closer to the serving Radar community at 
RAAF Williamtown.   Also, whilst the Branch had traditionally laid wreaths at the cenotaph in Sydney, it was decided to use 
the funds to establish links with a local Newcastle school. With the guidance and full support of Headquarters No 41 Wing at 
RAAF Williamtown, which controls military radar in the RAAF, New Lambton Public School was selected. 

The reason for selecting New Lambton Public School was not random. The school served as the site for one of the earliest 
radar units in the RAAF during World War II. It was therefore fitting for the Branch to connect with New Lambton Public 
School through ANZAC Day by donating suitable books to the New Lambton Public School Library, and of making this an 
annual activity. 

Vale: It is with great sadness that we note the passing 
this year of Norma Bond, Stan Burge and Paul Ogden, 
three WWII veterans and past long serving Radar Branch 
committee members.  Paul (in wheelchair) and Stan led the 
Branch Anzac Day 2013 march in Sydney and we will 
fondly remember them all.   

The old banner in the photo was the work of Lae Fielder-
Gill, wife of Walter who was president of the Radar Branch 
from 1971 to 2005.  Sadly Lae also passed away in May 
this year. 
  
 

 

 

BACK TO BASICS 
The words ‘wireless’ and ‘wi-fi’ are used today with little thought of the foundation physics and electronics behind the devices 
we all take for granted.  For revision of the basic theory of wireless, the following is from ‘The Foundations of Wireless by 
A.L.M Sowerby MSc, Third Edition January 1943’ 

In discussing the day’s wirelss programmes one might easily remark to a friend:  ‘there’s some good music on the air tonight’.  
‘Music on the air’ suggest that the transmitting station send out music as a disturbance of the air  .. but a transmitter is not a 
super-megaphone bawling out music.  Music must therefore be sent out in some altered state from which it can be converted 
back into ordinary audible music by the listener’s receiving equipment.  Anyone who has watched a cricket match will recall 
that a smack of bat against ball is heard a moment after bat and ball are seen to meet; the sound of the impact has taken an 
appreciable time to travel from the pitch to the grandstand…if the pitch were 1100 feet away from the observer the time delay 
would be one second.  Yet, it is found that a watch may be set with apparently perfect accuracy by a wireless time signal from 
New York, providing, of course, that we allow for the fact that Americans do not use Greenwich Mean Time.  That time signal, 
has hurtled across the Atlantic in about a fiftieth part of a second.  Comparing this with the three hours that would be required 
by an air-borne impulse we are driven to the conclusion that wireless transmissions travel in some other medium.  In light of 
these facts ‘music on the air’ has resolved itself into a silent substitute for music, carried in something that is not air.  The clue 
to the real nature of wireless signals is given by their rate of travel, which is the same as that of light.  Light is one of the many 
possible disturbances in a mysterious and rather debatable medium called the ‘ether of space’. 

Perhaps we could deduce from Mr Sowerby’s work that wireless would have been better understood worldwide if the 
Americans had played cricket!! 
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DID YOU KNOW 
29 August 1941 - First RAAF bomber attacked Germany  

  

 
On the night of this day, a single Handley Page Hampden bomber from No 455 Squadron, RAAF, 
took off from Swinderby in Lincolnshire to make the first attack by an Australian aircraft on Nazi 
Germany. The medium bomber joined aircraft from other squadrons within No 5 Group of RAF 
Bomber Command to attack Frankfurt. Squadron Leader Dereck French, an Australian officer 
serving with the RAF and one of the very first Australians to join the squadron, was captaining the 
aircraft. Squadron records indicate that visibility over the target city was good and the operation was 
considered a success. Both the aircraft and aircrew returned safely. This attack was the beginning 
of Australia’s involvement in the strategic bombing campaign against Germany that would, over the 
next four years, involve over 10 000 members of the RAAF and claim the lives of almost 3500 
Australian airmen. 
 
 
 

 
21 January 1942 - Gladiator's salute from Rabaul's air commander  

  
 
With Rabaul, the main town on New Britain, facing imminent invasion by a Japanese fleet of more than 30 
ships, Wing Commander John Lerew received a message from the Area Combined Headquarters at 
Townsville at 4.30 pm on this day, directing him to attack the approaching naval force. The previous day, 
Lerew had seen his No 24 Squadron all but annihilated in action against over 100 Japanese aircraft, his 
eight Wirraways being reduced to just two. Protesting the futility of delaying evacuation, he received a curt 
message from the Air Officer Commanding North-Eastern Area, Air Commodore Frank Lukis, to keep the 
airfield open. He replied with a message in imperfect Latin recalling the salutation of  Roman gladiators: 
‘We who are about to die, salute you!’ Ignoring a further message intended to remove him from command, 
and after consulting the Army commander, Lerew next day led his men away from Rabaul. 

 

 
19 February 1997 - RAAF head now called Chief of Air Force  

 

On this day, the post of Chief of the Air Staff (CAS) was renamed Chief of Air Force (CAF), 
discarding a title which had been in use by the RAAF for 75 years (see 2 October). The change reflected 
the system which had evolved within the Australian Defence Force since November 1993, by which the 
CAS was the professional head of the RAAF under the Chief of the Defence Force (CDF). Under these 
arrangements, the CAS was responsible for the activities of his Service such as recruitment, training, 
equipment and administration, but the planning and conduct of air operations came under a separate Air 
Commander Australia (ACAUST), who answered directly to the CDF through a joint operational 
commander. Air Marshal Les Fisher, who had been CAS since November 1994, remained in the retitled 
post and was known as CAF until he retired in May 1998. 

 

29 August 1951 - Ejection seat first used by RAAF in Korea  
When Warrant Officer Ron Guthrie was forced to abandon his Meteor jet fighter over Korea on this 
day, he unintentionally notched up several ‘firsts’. During this first clash between RAAF Meteors and 
Soviet MiG-15s, Guthrie’s aircraft sustained gunfire hits which caused it to enter a nose-down dive at 
36 600 feet. With all controls gone, he decided to eject using the Martin Baker seat with which the 
Meteor was fitted. This was actually the first time that a Martin Baker seat had been used in combat, 
and his altitude is still the record for the highest combat ejection in the RAAF. The altitude of his 
ejection has only been exceeded in the RAAF by peacetime ejections at 38 000 feet from two Sabre 
jets involved in a midair collision in 1960 (see 22 July). On landing, Guthrie was captured by 
Communist forces and spent two years as a prisoner of war.  
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AIR FORCE TODAY 

 
Surveillance & Response Group 
 

 

Mission: To observe, inform and control the battlespace through networked surveillance, battlespace management and maritime 
warfighting capabilities 

Surveillance and Response Group (SRG) was formed on 30 March 2004, following the merger of Surveillance and Control Group 
(SCG) and Maritime Patrol Group (MPG). SRG incorporates No 41 Wing (Air Defence), No 44 Wing (Air Traffic Control), No 92 Wing 
(Maritime Operations) and No 42 Wing (AEW&C). 

The formation of SRG places all of the Air Force's Air Surveillance assets within the same Force Element Group (FEG). While 
retaining the individual combat capabilities of MPG and SCG in maritime warfare, aerospace surveillance and battle-space 
management, SRG will focus on developing Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Electronic Warfare (ISREW) capabilities 
to prepare the Air Force for the introduction of new systems, including AEW&C aircraft and the Maritime Unmanned Aerial Systems 
(MUAS). 

SRG currently comprises more than 2100 personnel.  HQSRG is located in the EASTROC Building at RAAF Base Williamtown and 
comprises staff officers to meet FEG requirements in relation to workforce and personnel, capability management and development, 
technical capability and business management  

Air Combat Group 
 
 
 
Mission: To deliver Australia's Capability to control the air and to conduct precision 
strike 

Air Combat Group formed on 1 January 2002 with the merger of Strike 
Reconnaissance Group and Tactical Fighter Group. 

Air Combat Group provides a single command structure for all the Royal Australian Air 
Force's fast-jet, combat aircraft. 

This Group brings together the combat capabilities of Classic F/A-18, Super Hornet F/A-18F and Hawk aircraft to deliver Australia's 
capability to control the air and to conduct precision strike. 

Air Combat Group comprises three operational wings: 

No 78 Wing conducts operational training (ground and air). Initial Fighter flying course on the Hawk at 76 Squadron and 79 Squadron 
and Ground support training for all platforms in 278 Squadron; 

No 81 Wing delivers the Group's capability to control the air, strike and offensive Air Support with 3 Squadron, 75 Squadron and 77 
Squadron. 81 Wing also conducts Hornet operational training through No 2 Operational Conversion Unit; 

No 82 Wing delivers the Group's capability to strike designated targets and to conduct reconnaissance with 1 Squadron, 6 Squadron 
and 4 Squadron. 

Each Wing exercises composite air power in their assigned role.  Air Combat Group units are based at Tindal, Pearce, Amberley and 
Williamtown. 


